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Anus and Rectum 

 

 

 

Anatomy of the Anus and Rectum 

• The anus and rectum are vital components of the digestive and excretory systems. 

Understanding their structure and function is essential for comprehending how waste 

elimination occurs in the human body. 

Anus: 

• The anus is the terminal part of the digestive tract and is located at the end of the rectum. 

• It is a muscular opening surrounded by two sphincter muscles: the internal anal sphincter 

(involuntary) and the external anal sphincter (voluntary). 

Rectum: 

• The rectum is a muscular tube that connects the colon (large intestine) to the anus. 

• It serves as a temporary storage site for feces before elimination. 

Function of the Anus and Rectum 

• The anus and rectum play a crucial role in the elimination of waste from the body. 

Storage of Feces: 

• The rectum stores feces until it's time for elimination. 

• As feces accumulate, stretch receptors in the rectal walls send signals to the brain, 

indicating the need for a bowel movement. 
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Controlled Elimination: 

• The anal sphincters regulate the passage of stool. 

• The internal sphincter remains contracted at rest to prevent involuntary leakage. 

• Voluntary control over the external sphincter allows us to choose when to release stool. 

The Path of Waste Elimination 

To understand how waste moves through the body, let's follow the path step by step: 

Digestion: 

• Food is ingested and enters the stomach, where it's partially broken down. 

• It then moves into the small intestine, where nutrients are absorbed. 

• Indigestible materials and waste products continue into the colon. 

Colon (Large Intestine): 

• The colon absorbs water and electrolytes from the remaining material, turning it into a semi-

solid mass called feces. 

• Feces move through the colon, where they become more compact. 

Rectum: 

• As feces enter the rectum, stretch receptors signal the brain, prompting the sensation of 

needing to defecate. 

• The rectum temporarily stores the feces until the person decides to have a bowel 

movement. 

Anus: 

• When it's time for elimination, the external anal sphincter relaxes voluntarily. 

• The internal anal sphincter also relaxes involuntarily. 

• These combined actions allow feces to pass through the anus and exit the body. 

Summary 

In summary, the anus and rectum are integral parts of the digestive and excretory systems. They 

facilitate controlled waste elimination by storing and releasing feces when necessary. 

Understanding this process helps us maintain proper hygiene and digestive health. The anus and 

rectum work together to ensure the efficient removal of waste from the body, making them 

essential components of our overall well-being. 

 

 

Disorders of the Anus: 

Hemorrhoids (Piles): 

Description: Hemorrhoids are swollen blood vessels located in the rectum or anus. They can be 

internal (inside the rectum) or external (under the skin around the anus). 

Symptoms: Symptoms include rectal bleeding, itching, pain, and discomfort during bowel 

movements. 
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Treatment: Mild cases can be managed with dietary changes and topical ointments. Severe cases 

may require minimally invasive procedures like rubber band ligation or surgical removal. 

 

Anal Fissures: 

Description: Anal fissures are small tears or cracks in the lining of the anus, often caused by 

passing hard stools. 

Symptoms: Symptoms include severe pain during and after bowel movements, bleeding, and 

itching. 

Treatment: Conservative treatment involves dietary modifications and the use of topical 

ointments. In some cases, surgery may be required to repair the fissure. 

 

Anal Abscess: 

Description: An anal abscess is a painful collection of pus near the anus, typically caused by a 

bacterial infection. 

Symptoms: Symptoms include severe anal pain, swelling, redness, fever, and sometimes 

drainage of pus. 

Treatment: Treatment involves surgical drainage of the abscess, often followed by antibiotics to 

treat the infection. 

 

Anal Fistula: 

Description: An anal fistula is an abnormal tunnel-like tract that forms between the anus and the 

skin near the anus, usually as a complication of an anal abscess. 

Symptoms: Symptoms include persistent anal pain, swelling, and sometimes discharge of pus or 

blood. 

Treatment: Surgical intervention is typically required to correct an anal fistula, with various 

techniques available depending on the location and complexity. 

 

Disorders of the Rectum: 

Rectal Prolapse: 

Description: Rectal prolapse occurs when the rectum protrudes through the anus, often due to 

weakened rectal muscles. 

Symptoms: Symptoms include a sensation of a lump or tissue protruding from the anus, rectal 

bleeding, and discomfort. 

Treatment: Mild cases can sometimes be managed with lifestyle changes and pelvic floor 

exercises. Severe cases may require surgical repair. 
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Rectal Cancer: 

Description: Rectal cancer is the growth of malignant cells in the rectum and is a subtype of 

colorectal cancer. 

Symptoms: Symptoms include changes in bowel habits, rectal bleeding, abdominal pain, and 

unexplained weight loss. 

Treatment: Treatment options include surgery, radiation therapy, chemotherapy, and targeted 

therapies. The choice of treatment depends on the stage and extent of the cancer. 

 

Rectal Polyps: 

Description: Rectal polyps are growths on the inner lining of the rectum and can be benign (non-

cancerous) or, in some cases, precancerous. 

Symptoms: Most rectal polyps are asymptomatic, but some may cause rectal bleeding or 

changes in bowel habits. 

Treatment: Polyps are typically removed during a colonoscopy and sent for biopsy to determine if 

they are precancerous or benign. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


